
ACT/SAT 
Writing

T H E   T E S T   A L W A Y S  

P R E F E R S  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

L A N G U A G E .  O F T E N ,  

T H E  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

A N S W E R  I S  T H E  

C O R R E C T  O N E .

T H O U G H T  # 1

I F  T W O  A N S W E R S  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,  

C R O S S  T H E M  B O T H  

O U T - -  T H E Y  C A N ' T  

B O T H  B E  R I G H T ,  S O  

T H E Y  M U S T  B O T H  B E  

W R O N G !

T H O U G H T  # 2

T O P  F I V E  W R I T I N G  T I P S

V E R B   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   I S  D E C I D E D

B Y  O T H E R  P A R T S  O F  S E N T E N C E  O R

P A R A G R A P H .

Match conjugation to ________________ 

(plural or singular?)

Match conjugation to 

______________________________________ 

in sentence (past? present?)

Separate complete thoughts with a 

_________________,  ____________________,  

or ____________________________________.

Do not put one comma between a 

subject and its verb.

A  S E N T E N C E  I S  C O M P L E T E  I F  I T  H A S  A  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  A N D  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

R E A D  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  W O R D S  I N  T H E  
Q U E S T I O N .

The correct answer answers THAT 

question.

S I M I L A R  I D E A S  S H O U L D  B E  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
I N  A  S E N T E N C E  O R  P A R A G R A P H .

T R A N S I T I O N S  A R E  D E T E R M I N E D  B Y  
T H E  T W O  S E N T E N C E S  T H E Y  R E L A T E .

Read the sentence before and the 

sentence the transition is in.

Determine the relationship.. .  does 

the second sentence offer a contrast? 

example? continuation? no relation?

Insert the appropriate transition.
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ACT/SAT  
Writing

T H A N -  

 

T H E N -  

T H A N  V S  T H E N

W H O  V S  W H O M

A F F E C T  V S  E F F E C T

I T S  V S  I T ' S
W H O -  

 

W H O M -

I L L U S I O N  V S  A L L U S I O N
I L L U S I O N -  

 

A L L U S I O N -

A F F E C T -  

 

E F F E C T -

I T S -  

 

I T ' S -  

 

I T S ' -  

1. He asked who / whom came to the door. 

2. The dog chased it's / its / its' tail. 

3. She did not let the teasing effect / affect her. 

4. I would rather take the test than / then study any more. 

5. He ran up on stage; its / it's / its' curtain fell. 

6. He didn't know who / whom the candy is for: its / it's / its' mine. 

7. They achieved the effect / affect of thunder with a tin sheet. 

8. The dog barked once than / then went back to sleep.
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